Writing to Inform
Read through this information text about kiwis and underline the features in the colours shown.
Parenthesis

Subordinate Clauses

Adverbials

This adds in extra
information and
can be punctuated
using brackets,
dashes or commas.

These add more
detail. They
begin with a
subordinating
conjunction.

These help
your reader to
understand the
information.

Colons and
Semi-Colons

These mark clauses
within the writing.

The Kiwi
The kiwi, which is native to New Zealand, is a
small, flightless bird. Sometimes referred to as
a feathery hedgehog, these small creatures are
from the same family as ostriches and emus.

Types of Kiwi
In total, there are five different species of kiwi which range in size
from around 25 centimetres tall to 45 centimetres tall: the approximate
size of a chicken. One of the smallest species – the little spotted kiwi
– no longer exists on the mainland although it can be found living
on nearby islands. This mainland extinction is due to a number of
introduced predators including pigs and cats.
Kiwi Eggs
Incredibly, compared to other birds, the kiwi lays the largest egg in
relation to its size. A few days before laying the egg, it is so large and
takes up so much room inside the kiwi that they are no longer able
to eat. While many chicks hatch each year, only a small percentage
reach adulthood. Recently, conservation efforts have been made in an
attempt to increase the number of chicks reaching adulthood.
Status
In 2017, after many efforts to protect the species, two species of kiwi
were downgraded from ‘endangered’ to ‘vulnerable’. Although this still
means that the population is at risk of extinction, it provides hope for
the future of the kiwi: the strange bird from New Zealand.
visit twinkl.com

Writing to Inform Answers
Read through this information text about kiwis and underline the features in the colours shown.
Parenthesis

Subordinate Clauses

Adverbials

This adds in extra
information and
can be punctuated
using brackets,
dashes or commas.

These add more
detail. They
begin with a
subordinating
conjunction.

These help
your reader to
understand the
information.

Colons and
Semi-Colons

These mark clauses
within the writing.

The Kiwi
The kiwi, which is native to New Zealand, is a
small, flightless bird. Sometimes referred to as
a feathery hedgehog, these small creatures are
from the same family as ostriches and emus.

Types of Kiwi
In total, there are five different species of kiwi which range in size
from around 25 centimetres tall to 45 centimetres tall: the approximate
size of a chicken. One of the smallest species – the little spotted kiwi
– no longer exists on the mainland although it can be found living
on nearby islands. This mainland extinction is due to a number of
introduced predators including pigs and cats.
Kiwi Eggs
Incredibly, compared to other birds, the kiwi lays the largest egg in
relation to its size. A few days before laying the egg, it is so large and
takes up so much room inside the kiwi that they are no longer able
to eat. While many chicks hatch each year, only a small percentage
reach adulthood. Recently, conservation efforts have been made in an
attempt to increase the number of chicks reaching adulthood.
Status
In 2017, after many efforts to protect the species, two species of kiwi
were downgraded from ‘endangered’ to ‘vulnerable’. Although this still
means that the population is at risk of extinction, it provides hope for
the future of the kiwi: the strange bird from New Zealand.
visit twinkl.com

