Fractions task 3- Simplifying Fractions
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How do | Simplify a Fraction ?

There are two ways to simplify a fraction:
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Method 1

Try to evenly divide (only whole number answers) both the top and bottom of the fraction by 2, 3,
5,7 ,... etc, until we can't go any further.

Example: Simplify the fraction % 8

+2 +2

108 54 27 9

2
That is as far as we can go. The fraction simplifies to -
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Method 2

Divide both the top and bottom of the fraction by the Greatest Common Factor (you have to work
it out first!).

Example: Simplify the fraction 1—82 8

The largest number that goes exactly into both 8 and 12 is 4, so the Greatest Common
Factor is 4.

Divide both top and bottom by 4:

2
That is as far as we can go. The fraction simplifies to —-
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