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It was early on Easter morning. So early that the children were  still
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asleep in the small red house and the animals were quiet in the big
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red barn. All except the rooster. Cock-a-doodle-doo! The sun came up
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over the hill. All  the animals wokeup, and then Katy and Carl woke up.
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"Get up, Carl" said Katy, "maybe we see the Easter Rabbit bring
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the eggs" The children looked outof the window. "The rabbit hasn't come
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yet!" said Katy.
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Carl and Katy leaned out of the window. The morning was full of sounds. Birds
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twittered, cows mooed, horses neighed, pigs grunted, geese honked and
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hens clucked. Suddenly Katy pointed "There's the rabbit, in the garden!"
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The rabbit bounced about the flower beds and burrowed under the bushes,
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"Come on Katy!" said Carl, let's wake everybody up' Ina few minutes
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gll the children were dressed and out in the barnyard. The egg  hunt
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had  begun.
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At first Katy and Carl thought hunting for coloured eggs the greatest
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fun in the world. But somehow their cousing found all the pretty eggs.

F ES & T ¥p &

Katy and Carl just didnotknow where to look. Who would think that the
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Rabbit hod left weggs in the feed bin, in the watering can, and even in the
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hayloft? At last Carl found a nest of 3 eggs ina ftree
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Mow Katy was the oenly one who hadnet found an  egg. She begun  hunting
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in the kitchen. The Rabbit had left eggs in the strangest
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ploces. By  the clock, in the cecokiecutters ond even under the butter churn
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"Hurrayl I found another eggl" shouted Carl, runningout of the stair
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cupboard. "I have the most"
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Round and round the kitchen ran Katy but now she only wantedto run
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hide. She felt so stupid. Just then she saw the attic stoirs. Maybe
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the Eoster Raobbit had left eggs for her in the attic. Koty began to
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climb the stairs.
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big attic was dark and lonely. Katy shivered. A spider was spinning
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a web in the corner. What was on a shelf? It was a hat box.
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Could the Easter Bunny have left eggs ina  old hat box? She
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climbedup on a chest ond lifted the lid. And there were -l
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packed in an old hat!  Katy tookeut the eggs c:ure:full:.r and counted
- ale _.--.. K E
ﬁ ? ‘“n: & Q
them, 1, 2, 3, 4 5, 6 What beautiful colours! took the eggs and
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went down stairs. The Easter Bunny hadn't forgotten her ofter all  She was
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sure she had won the prize.
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But there was Carl in the kitchen with o whole pile of eggs on the
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table. He was 'ue.r:.r excited. "I've  found eggsl I've wen" "I found
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- 6" said Katy.
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Grandma stopped loying the table, "I'd forgotten oll about those eggs!
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glad you found them Katy. And now for the prize. Carl has the prize
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for the most eggs, but Katy has won the prize for the most
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beautiful eggs."
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Grandma gave them each a big cockie rabbit with an egg baked in its
.
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middle.
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&randma sat down, holding the eggs had found in her lop. "I painted
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these eggs myself when I was a young girl. Right here in this kitchen
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painted them. They turned out so pretty that I  kept them
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these years. But now each of you may choose one for you  ow
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keep always."
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Carl chose first. He picked out an with a picture of a galloping horse
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on it. Katy chose an with a lovely bird sitting on a branch. Katy
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held wup her and looked at it closely, She fturned it round ond round
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all ~ the bright colours.
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The children put their on the window seat. "MNow, what
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shall we do with them?" they asked. "We don'tdo anything with them"
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said Katy. "They are so beautiful we  just lookat them"
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Grandma didnotsay a word. She puton her shawl and wentout the kitchen
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door, In a few minutes she cameback carrying a smell tree. She fixed
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the tree =o that it would stand on the table. Then she a thread
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through each of the beautiful eggs ond hung them on the free.
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"It's an Easter Egg Treel" said Katy, It was a lovely tree, but it was se
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very smull Carl asked Grandma
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with pictures on them. Then

"please how to make
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a bigger ftree
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The next morning when the children caome downstairs they found Grandma
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dyeing eggs. Grandmo drew designs on poper. Eoch picture had a name -
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The Bright and Morning Star, The Deer on the Mountain, The Cooing Dove,

@ 5 ¥ o 4

The Pomegranate, and The Horn Blowing Rooster. All the children painted
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pictures on the eggs. Scon the toble was as beautiful as a flower garden
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with all the painted eggs. MNow they had enough to moke a
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tree,
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"Let's ga and find a tree," said Carl. He wen intfe the woods

¥ el R 1 A

and found a vyoung white birchtree, It was so large +that it hadto stand on
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the floor. The children hung the eggs they had painted on the branches.
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"It is such a bE.ﬂuTlfuI tree!" =aid es" said Grandma "It maokes it

»OR £2 @t ]

feel like Spring has come into the house. We  should have a party" So
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Grandma gave a pﬂi“f’f for the tree. All the children from all the farms
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around were invited.
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"An Egg Tree!" they
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"We've never

a tree thaot grows



LmeH* c@mﬁﬂ“ | B

"Mext Easter will a bigger tree) said. "A readlly Dbig
ferx
said  Carl.
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Mext year the children begon weeks ahead of Easter to decorate the
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Tree. This time the tree was so tall its  tfop touched the ceiling.
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Hundreds of eggs |hung from its branches. When the sun shone the tfree
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looked like a rainbow.
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Grandma looked outof the window, "Who are all these people coming up

the driveway?"
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They were people who had heard about the wonderful Egg Tree. The
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little red house hod become fomous.
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Children brought presents to put wunder the free. Easter +toys and baskets
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ond painted eggs. "Thankyou wvery much for letting the tree,"
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said the visitors. "And now we are geing home to make ourown
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Easter Egg Tree."






MARKING AN EASTER EGG TREE

Perhaps you would like to make an Easter Egg Tree
in your own home or in school or in your library?

First ask a grown-upto help you blow the eggs, with
a little hole at one end and a larger one at the other.

Then dye the shells different colors with Easter Egg
dyes. After that paint designs on some of them with
dye or paint—you can use watercolor or showcard
paints—or scraich them on, Perhaps you will want to
leave some of the shells white, and paint on a white
background. Some eggs may be plain colors.

All through this book are lovely designs that you
may use, or you may prefer to make your own.

Hang the eggs on the branches of a little tree, out-
doors or indoors, If the branches are bare, the tree will
look pretty whitewashed or painted white, Under the
tree put your candy Easter eggs end any gay Easter
toys. Then ask your friends in to see it!




